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Read Colossians 1:24-2:7 
 
Paul’s thoughts become highly autobiographical in 1:24-2:7.  Three thoughts control the 
content of this paragraph: Paul’s message, Paul’s mission, and Paul’s motive. 
 
First, let us consider Paul’s message.  Paul opens in verse 24 by noting how his present 
sufferings because of proclaiming the gospel and advancing the reach of Christ’s kingdom are 
fulfilling what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.  Christ’s design in suffering was to secure the 
church.  The church was beginning at the time of His death.  Paul is part of its completion.  His 
labor is “filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.” 
 
Paul was set apart by God to advance His kingdom through/by means of preaching the word 
of God.  The word of God Paul was commissioned to preach was a mystery.  What Paul calls 
“the mystery,” we call identification truth, positional truth, the Christ Life, the exchanged life, 
etc.  All of these descriptions are simply put, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”   
 
Concerning Paul’s message, several elements are notable.  First, there is benefit to the message 
he brought (“filling up what is lacking; for your benefit” [vv. 24, 25]).  Second, there is 
authority in the message he brought (“according to the stewardship from God bestowed on 
me for your benefit” [v. 25]).  Third, there is mystery/revelation to the message he brought 
(“the mystery that has been hidden” [v. 26]).  Fourth, there is magnitude to the message he 
brought (“the riches of the glory” [v. 27a]).  Finally, there is hope in the message he brought 
(“Christ in you, the hope of glory” [v. 27b]). 
 
The message is not simply transcendent, Christ above you or even Christ with you.  The 
message is imminent, Christ in you.  Paul once more emphasizes the “one flesh” union all 
believers share when they were “married” to Jesus Christ at the moment of their death, burial, 
and resurrection with Him.  How startling must this message be?  How profound and 
mysterious.  How might mortal man comprehend such incomprehensible truth?  This is the 
centerpiece of God’s Story: Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Second, let us consider Paul’s mission.  Paul’s mission was to proclaim Him, to admonish and 
to teach every man the wisdom of Christ in you, the hope of glory.  It isn’t that Paul was to be 
wise in his admonishing and teaching, but rather he was to teach them the One who is wisdom 
embodied (2:3).  Chapter 4:1-5 is also colored by this crayon.  Christ is wisdom and the 
message of the wise is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”  This is what Paul proclaimed, 
admonished, and taught.  Can we do less?  Why would we do less? 
 
Finally, let us consider Paul’s motive.  Paul suffered in order that the church would be 
completed (1:24, 28; 2:10).  Paul worked from an “Already-Not Yet” perspective.  The Church 
in Christ was already completed, but the Church gathered was not yet completed.  Paul’s 
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motive was to see the church local “encouraged, [by] having [their hearts] knit together in 
love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding” (2:2).  
He labored and strove (1:29) to hear and see their “good discipline and the stability of their 
faith in Christ” (2:5).  This is what drove Paul to preach Christ in you, the hope of glory.  This 
message alone and only is capable of such a lofty objective.  Paul’s second motive in his 
ministry was to protect the church from those who would “delude them with persuasive 
arguments” (2:4).  The word “delude” is used twice in the New Testament, here and in James 
1:22.  It speaks of a faulty reckoning.  Somewhere the initial premise is wrong and thus the 
conclusion made.  If we start from the premise that Christ is not all the Bible proclaims Him to 
be or all that He has done and is doing, then the conclusions we draw will “defraud us of our 
prize” (2:18).  Paul believes the best defense is a strong offense and the best offense is to 
remember “Christ in you, the hope of glory”.  Jesus Christ is the apex and pinnacle of the Story 
written by God and fulfilled in the same.  Paul believes the church is “firmly rooted and is 
being built up in Him and established in their faith” (2:7).  He calls them to remember this in 
light of the assault against Christ and His Church.   
 
The work of God manifested itself through Paul’s struggle, and it was the struggle for the 
people of God to lay hold of and live in light of this singular truth, “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.”  Why is this so crucial?  Because in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” (2:3).  In Him, we have all we need and by God’s internal working, He will one 
day be all we want. 
 
This is what the enemies of the cross sought to undermine and thwart.  O may God so fill us 
with a knowledge of His person and work as to protect us from ever wandering away from the 
beauty and majesty of all that is ours in Christ the hope of glory. 
 


